
RECORD OF DECISION — FORMAT AND CONTENT 

The Record of Decision (ROD) will explain the reasons for the project decision and summarize 

any minimization and mitigation measures that will be incorporated in the project.  While cross-

referencing and incorporation by reference of the final EIS (or final EIS supplement) and other 

documents are appropriate, the ROD must explain the basis for the project decision as 

completely as possible, based on the information contained in the EIS (40 CFR 1502.2).  A draft 

ROD should be prepared by the RO and submitted to the Washington Office with the final EIS.  

The following key items need to be addressed in the ROD:  

A.  Decision. 

Identify the selected alternative.  Reference to the final EIS (or final EIS supplement) may be 

used to reduce detail and repetition.   

B.  Alternatives Considered. 

This information can be most clearly organized by briefly describing each alternative and 

explaining the balancing of values which formed the basis for the decision.  This discussion must 

identify the environmentally preferred alternative(s)(i.e., the alternative(s) that causes the least 

damage to the biological and physical environment)(40 CFR 1505.2(b)).  Where the selected 

alternative is other than the environmentally preferable alternative, the ROD should clearly state 

the reasons for not selecting the environmentally preferred alternative.   

The values (social, economic, environmental, cost-effectiveness, safety, traffic, service, 

community planning, etc.) which were important factors in the decisionmaking process should be 

clearly identified along with the reasons some values were considered more important than 

others.  The Federal-aid highway program mandate to provide safe and efficient transportation in 

the context of all other Federal requirements and the beneficial impacts of the proposed 

transportation improvements should be included in this balancing.  While any decision represents 

a balancing of the values, the ROD should reflect the manner in which these values were 

considered in arriving at the decision.   

C.  Measures to Minimize and Mitigate for Harm. 

Describe the specific measures adopted to minimize and minimize environmental harm and 

identify those standard measures (e.g., erosion control, appropriate for the proposed action).  

State whether all practicable measures to minimize environmental harm have been incorporated 

into the decision and, if not, why they were not (40 CFR 1505.2(c)).   

D.  Monitoring or Enforcement Program. 

Describe any monitoring or enforcement program which has been adopted for specific mitigation 

measures, as outlined in the final EIS.   

E.  Comments on Final EIS. 



All substantive comments received on the final EIS should be identified and given appropriate 

responses.  Other comments should be summarized and responses provided where appropriate.   

For record keeping purposes, a copy of the signed ROD should be provided to the Washington 

Headquarters (HEV-11).  For a ROD approved by the Division Office, copies should be sent to 

both the Washington Headquarters and the Regional Office.   


